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AIG chips in for OCM charity
golf tourney

AIG Malaysia Insurance Bhd recently sponsared the 14th
Olympic Council of Malaysia (OCM)-Tan Sri Alex Lee
Charity Golf Tournament at a golf club in Selangor,
contributing in cash and kind, including the sponsorship of
flight tickets for several players and premium merchandise
for the players. The tournament is meant to raise fund foe
the Tan Sri Alex Lee Athlete’s Education Fund. “Itis a great
honaur to be part of this great cause and | am especially
pleased to see the athletes get the due attention from the
Malaysian public in recognition of all their effort
representing the country,” said AIG Malaysia CEO Antony
Lee, who is Alex’s son and also a member of the event's
organising committee. Present at the event were OCM
president Tunku Imran Tuanku Ja'afar, AIG MD Datuk
Thomas Lee and Alex’s wife Puan Sri Irene Lee. AIG has
participated in the charity golf tournament since its
inception 1 years ago. To date, about 44 existing and former
national athletes have been the education fund’s scholarship
recipients, with four more athletes receiving scholarships
this vear. Through an auction at the event, they raised
RM50,000 for the fund.

SC hosts annual synergy,
crowdfunding forum

Sp—

THE Securities Synergising and Crowdfunding Forum 2016
{SCxSC 2016) touk wff this year with a spedal focus on three
key areas. With the theme “Capitalising Entrepreneurship®,
the annual forum zoomed on market-based financing
mechanisms such as equity crowdfunding (ECF) and peer-
to-peer (P2P) financing, digital investment services (which
include robo-advisory services) and distributed ledger
technology. Hosted by the Securities Commission Malaysia
(SC), the two-day event on Nov 3-4 was part of the
commission’s ongoing efforts to lead the conversation in
digitalisation of the capital market space. “SC’s digital
agenda aims to achieve four key objectives, namely to
enhance access to financing, increase investor participation,
augment the institutional market and develop a synergistic
ecosystem. Market-based financing including P2P and ECF
will help enhance access to financing for entrepreneurs and
SME businesses in Malaysiz,” said SC chairman Tan Sri
Ranjit A ingh in the opening remarks. The keynote
address was delivered by Finance Minister I Datuk Johari
Abdul Ghani. At the event, SC introduced six registered P21
financing platform operators in Malaysia, wha will be fully
operational in 2017, to widen funding avenues tor small and
medium enterprises. Malaysia is the first Asean country to
regulate P2P financing, The operators are B2B FinPAL Sdn
Bhd, Ethis Kapital Sdn Bhd, FundedByMe Malaysia,
ManagePay Services Sdn Bhd, Modalku Ventures Sdn Bhd
and Peoplender Sdn Bhd, The line-up of speakers included
industry leaders from China, Australia, Singapore, the US,
who shared insights inta the latest in digital finance.

WIM focuses on integrity and
governance in next event

THE aspects of integrity in
corporate governance will be
discussed at an inaugural
Women's Institute of Mana-
é:'mcnl (WIM) conference,
Set to take place in Petaling
Jaya from Nov 21-22, the con-
ference themed “Integrity and
Governance: Corporate
Malaysia — The Way For-
ward” will delve into the
aspects that underpin cor-
porate governance and the
global issues surrounding it. It
will also touch on implementing integrity. Prominent
speakers and moderators lined up for the conference
include World Islamic Economic Forum Foundation
chairman Tun Musa Hitam (picture), Auditor-General
Malaysia Tan Sri Ambrin Buang, and Women, Family and
Community Development Minister Datuk Seri Ruhani
Amdul Karim. The conference is orgenised by WIM and
the Malaysian Institute of Management as a supporting
partner. The two-day event will welcome participants such
as company directors, senior management officers and
other corporate titles in public and private sectors,

AgustaWestland hovers
higher on helicopter boom

Its Italian-based
parent company

this year won bid fo
replace air traffic
control centre at KLIA

by SHAHEERA AZNAM SHAH

HELICOPTER ownership is
on high demand in Asia
Pacific. Industry numbers
speak of high growth in the
region, making it one of the
favourites for helicopter-
related support services,

AgustaWestland Malaysia
Sdn Bhd (AW Malaysia), a
subsidiary of global high-
technology company Leo-
nardo SpA, is uniquely posi-
tioned to capture part of the
boom.

AW Malaysia, formerly an
vperating company under
Finmeccanica, is now under
Leanardo. [eonardo head-
quartered in Italy is a major
player in the aeraspace,
defence and security sectors
with its Asian headguarters in
Kuala Lumpur.

As far back as 2008, the
Italian-based helicopter com-
pany made its presence felt in
this region, parking itself in
the region to better serve its
clients.

In 2008, AW Malaysia,
which is wholly owned by
Leanardo, had established a
maintenance, repair and over-
haul (MRO) hub at Sultan
Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in
Subang.

Lacated just outside of
Kuala Lumpur, it was a strate-
gic presence for the group. But
jobs at hand were outstripping
its ability to respond. It was
getting a good deal of assign-
ments, pushing the company
towards deepening its
presence in Malaysia.

“An expansion was neces-
sary to provide both sche-
duled and extraordinary
maintenance aperations ta the
many fleet in the region,” AW
Malaysiza MD Vincenzo
Alaimo told The Malaysian

sserce in an email interview.

Since 2013, Asia Pacific has
been second to North Ame-
rica for new helicopter deli-
veries. Operators in the region
took up slightly more than a
quarter, or 264%, of all deli-
veries, according to a recent
report from Flight Ascend
Consultancy.

Being present in Malaysia
in the Asia Pacific boom trans-
lates into an opportunity
the Italian-based comp:
expand its helicopter complex.

In 2014, the Italian-based
helicopter company invested
some RM25 million to setup a
hangar complex that would
serve its clients in South-Fast
Asia,

Located at the Subang Heli-
copter Centre, the new hangar
will serve as an integrated
facility that houses the MRO,
regional spares distribution
centre and a training aca-
demy. The facilities at the new
hangar will enable them ta
support more aircraft and
advanced helicopters.

Talking about their regular
client base, Alaimo said they
include operators from bath
private and government
agencies.
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AW Malaysia's facilities in Kuala Lumpur 9

tasks, from piloting to maintenance

Alaimo says the new hangar will increase the company’s operational

efficiency

“There are many operators
in Malaysia and South-Fast
Asia that are served by the
Kuale Lumpur facilities, They
are private operators who
wark in support for oil and
gas industry, transporting the
staff in and offshare,” he
added.

Having established in
Malaysia for over a decade,
Alaimo said the new hangar
will increase the compan
operational efficiency. It will
alsa allow the company to
“diligently respond” to cus-
tomer needs,

Besides providing repair
and maintenance services, the
hangar complex also serves as
atraining hub.

That part of the story began
in 2012 when the company
opened a South-East Asian
branch called AgustaWest-
land Training Academy. Now,
operated within the new
hangar, they intend to create
a regional training centre
serving as & satellite to the
centre in ltaly.

With a training centre
located in Malaysia, AW
Malaysia believes its Asian
customers will feel more at
home and work within a more

familiar culture.

“Qur facilities in Kuala
Lumpur also serve as one of
our training academies for all
helicopter-related tasks, from
piloting ta maintenance.

“It also serves as the most
important training centre in
Asia, catering to customers
from various industries, locally
and globally,” said Alaimo.

It does not end there, A
training centre in Malaysia
also allows them to reduce the
logistics of sending customer:
to their main centre inltaly for
training,

“In our activities, the cluser
the manufacturer is to the
operators, the better. Malaysia
is extremely convenient to
serve a large number of our
customers in the region.

“We are already in Malay-
sia,and being in the middle of
Asia, our customers don‘t
have to travel to Italy or the
US for training activities,”
he said.

Following are excerpts from
the interview:

1. Why did the company
come to Malaysia, specifi-
cally Kuala Lumpur?

The company came to Kuala

Lumpur after signing 2 con-
tract for 11 A109 Light Obser-
vation Helicopters for the
Malaysian Army Aviation in
2003. We wanted to be closer
to the Malaysian businesses,
The location was also conven-
ient to serve a number of cus-
tomers located in South-East
Asia, with a good balance of
connectivity, cost, quality of
life and infrastructure.

2. Do you have a specific
audience of customers?

Qur customers <omprise com-
panies praviding services to
oil and gas operations,
government operators and
private consumers. Our
strength lies exactly in cater-
ing to all these different custo-
mers and a tailored solution
notonly for aircraft.

3. How do you set yourself
apart from your competitors?
We certainly have a range of
state-of-the-art helicopters in
our portfolio, making Leo-
nardo {the parent company) at
the forefront of the market.
We are zlsu committed to
serving our customer, which
in return receives their
acknowledgement. We are
very proud of it.

4. What is your forte in the
helicopter industry?

We design, manufacture and
provide lifelong support to
thousands of helicopter
around the world. South-East
Asia is one of the most inte-
resting regions in the world,
ith a solid growing market
for various types of aircraft.

5. Do you have plans to fur-
ther invest in Malaysia?

The company is here to stay
and we will continue to invest.
As far future expansion, we
have expanded 2 lot in the last
few years, at this time we have
to consolidate.

6. What is next for Agusta-
Westland?

Just earlier this vear, we were
awarded a contract of replac-
ing the existing Kuala Lum-
pur Air Traffic Control Centre
at Kuala Lumpur Interna-
tional Airport (KLIA). We will
be working closely with
Advanced Air Traffic Systems
Sdn Bhd and the project will
be completed before 2018,
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